
EVACUATION PLANNING



Many kinds of emergencies can cause 
you to have to evacuate. In some cases, 
you may have a day or two to prepare 
while other situations might call for an 
immediate evacuation. 

Planning is vital to making sure that you 
can evacuate quickly and safely no 
matter what the circumstances.



PREPAREDNESS



Stay informed by 
registering for 

Emergency Alerts to 
receive area-specific 

emergency information, 
including evacuation 

orders and street 
closures.

Alertmontereycounty.org
or text your zip code to 

65513



Assemble 
supplies that 
are ready for 
evacuation



Ensure your 
vehicle is 

ready.



PLANNING



Create a 
family 

emergency 
plan



Emergency 
plan should 

include:

• Evacuation route
• Family communication plan
• How often update emergency kits
• Shelter plan (or reunification site)
• Phone numbers of all family members
• Emergency contacts for out of area
• Escape routes
• Emergency meeting spots (3, with 1 being out of area)
• Pet plan (if needed)
• Important documents (in firesafe/waterproof bag or box)



Practice your 
plan

• Visit emergency meeting places
• Designate roles and responsibilities
• Practice evacuation and escape routes
• Review your emergency essentials and add/replace as 

needed
• Update emergency contact information
• Encourage neighbors to participate/share contact 

information.



DURING AN 
EVACUATION



Understand 
the alerts



Procedure

• Leave early enough to avoid being trapped.
• Contact Monterey County SPCA if need assistance with large 

animals.
• Wear sturdy shoes and clothing that provides some 

protection such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts, hat.
• Initiate family communication plan.
• Secure your home by closing and locking doors, windows.
• Unplug electrical equipment such as TV’s, small appliances.
• Check with neighbors who may need a ride. Carpool when 

possible, to help avoid congestion.
• Follow evacuation routes. Do not take shortcuts as they may 

be blocked.
• Be alert for road hazards.



AFTER AN 
EVACUATION



Returning 
home

• Return only when officials have instructed to do so.
• Expect hazards and utility disruption- proceed with caution.
• Walk carefully around outside, look for damage, loose power 

lines, gas leaks.
• Bring a flashlight and turn it on before entering.
• Enter carefully and watch for hazards (broken glass, loose 

boards, etc.)
• Open windows to air out and check for any leaks/breaks.
• Check with local authorities before using any water and 

pump out wells- water could be contaminated.



COUNTY 
RESOURCES



Know your 
zone



Additional 
resources

• Register for alerts: 

www.alertmontereycounty.org

• DEM website: www.readymontereycounty.org

• SPCA: www.spcamc.org

• PG&E Emergency page: 

www.pgealerts.alerts.pge.com

• National Weather Service: www.weather.gov

http://www.alertmontereycounty.org/
http://www.readymontereycounty.org/
http://www.spcamc.org/
http://www.pgealerts.alerts.pge.com/
http://www.weather.gov/


Preparedness  
materials

www.ready.gov



Planning 
materials

www.ready.gov



Neighborhood 
communication 

tools:
nextdoor.com



Neighborhood 
communication 

tools:
Ring.com/neighbors



Evacuation 
checklist:

readymontereycounty.org/
prepare/evacuation-guide



COUNTY OF 
MONTEREY

DEPARTMENT OF 
EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT

Mindy Esqueda

Emergency Services Planner

(831) 796-1924

EsquedaM@co.Monterey.ca.us
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